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Servia and Bulgaria in 1885, the people in the streets
of Belgrade invoked his name.

During his reign of a quarter of a century, Bulgaria
was secure from the Greeks in the south and the
Hungarians in the north. The close alliance of the
two adjoining Balkan states under two able rulers
formed an impenetrable barrier to foreign invasion,
which might teach a lesson to the Balkan statesmen
of to-day. John Alexander, Dusan's brother-in-law,
who was contemporary with him on the Bulgarian
throne, was a man of considerable energy and an
assiduous patron of literature. He was the last of the
old Bulgarian monarchs, who extended the frontiers
of his country at the expense of the Byzantine
Empire; but his conquests were soon to be taken
away by a far more formidable foe. It is now for
the first time that we hear of the Turks in Bulgaria,
About the middle of the fourteenth century they
began to harry the Bulgarian territory south of the
Balkans. The natives fully recognised the gravity
of this new danger. As the Czar rode through the
streets of his capital, the people cried aloud that he
should make a league with the Greeks against the
common foe. But the foreign policy of Bulgaria was
then wholly guided by that of Servia, and it did not
suit the latter that her neighbour should enter into
close relations with the Greek Empire. The story
goes that the Emperor sent a message to both the
Servian and Bulgarian rulers, telling them that they
would rue the da)- on which they had refused to help
him. Dusan and John Alexander are said to have
scornfully replied that when the Turks came near